[Pulmonary thromboembolism after thoracoscopic pulmonary wedge resection; report of a case].
We encountered a case of acute pulmonary embolism after lung cancer surgery. The case was a 64-year-old female. She was admitted to our hospital with an abnormal shadow on chest X-ray. There was a past history of hypopituitarism medicated with steroids. Chest computed tomography (CT) demonstrated ground glass attenuation shadow measuring 10 mm in the left upper lobe. She underwent left thoracoscopic pulmonary wedge resection due to bronchioloalveolar cell carcinoma. Postoperatively, the patient suddenly complained of chest pain and dyspnea the day after surgery. Chest CT showed left and right pulmonary arterial thromboembolism. Thrombolytic and anticoagulation therapy with urokinase and heparin sodium were immediately started. Venography demonstrated thrombus located in the vein of the bilateral lower leg region. We inserted an inferior vena cava filter to prevent aggravation of pulmonary embolism. After 11 days, CT showed completed thrombolysis in the bilateral pulmonary artery. The patient was discharged on the 25th postoperative day, and has been followed with anticoagulation therapy.